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 2012- to date: Assistant Professor at the Department of Chemistry at the University of Patras, Greece. 

 2003-2012: Worked in the Synthetic Chemistry team of Chemical Development at GlaxoSmithKline’s site 
at Stevenage, UK. My duties as a development chemist in GlaxoSmithKline required the in-depth study of 
reactions in order to deliver safe, sustainable, robust and well understood processes to support the 
manufacture of APIs at the appropriate specifications. 
 

EDUCATION and TRAINING 

 2002-2003: Post-doctoral fellow at The Scripps Research Institute, San Diego, USA with a fellowship from 
the Skaggs Foundation under the guidance of Prof. K.C. Nicolaou. Research was focused on the total 
synthesis of diazonamide A and on the synthesis of epothilone B analogues.  

  2000-2002: Enlisted for national service in the Infantry by the Hellenic Ministry of Defence and was 
selected to attend the military school for reserve officers. Graduated with distinction; ranked 2nd from a 
class of 168 candidates. Served as platoon commander and instructor in anti-tank warfare; honorably 
discharged with the rank of lieutenant. 

  1999-2000: Post-doctoral fellow at Loughborough University with a fellowship from the Leverhume Trust 
under the supervision of Prof. P.C.B. Page. Research was focused on studies towards the total synthesis of 
lactacystin and on new ligands for palladium catalysed asymmetric transformations. This work was 
structured and assessed by the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) and led to the title of Chartered Chemist 
and Member of the RSC. 

  1995-1999: Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) awarded by Loughborough University. The research project was a 
CASE scholarship from Glaxo-Wellcome on New Systems for Catalytic Asymmetric Epoxidation. I started 
this project at the University of Liverpool and completed it at Loughborough University following the 
appointment of my supervisor, Prof. P.C.B. Page, as Head of Organic Chemistry at the latter institute 

  1992-1995: BSc(Hons) First Class in Chemistry from The University of Liverpool. Received the Ellard-
Woolcotte prize for distinguished academic performance; ranked 2nd in class of 86 graduates. 

 
DISTINCTIONS AND PRIZES 

 2003-2012: Two Bronze, six Silver and two Gold Reward & Recognition Awards and three Exceptional 
Science awards by GlaxoSmithKline R&D. 

 2009: Promotion to Investigator grade at GlaxoSmithKline  

 2009: 2nd Prize for Green and Sustainable Process (orexin project team), awarded by the CEO of 
GlaxoSmithKline. 

 2002:2003: Postdoctoral fellowship by The Skaggs Foundation at Scripps 

 2000: Awarded the title of Chartered Chemist by the Royal Society of Chemistry. 

 1999-2000: Postdoctoral fellowship by The Leverhume Trust 

 1995-1998: PhD studentship by Glaxo-Wellcome. 

 1995: Received the Ellard-Woolcott prize from The University of Liverpool for distinguished academic 
performance. 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 I have been the author or co-author of 30 research publications cited over 400 times in the literature. 

 I have been invited to present my work on 14 separate occasions in academia and industry, eight of 
which have been at international conferences.  

 Over my 10 year-career at GlaxoSmithKline I had the opportunity to participate in brainstorms and 
departmental discussions concerning the synthesis of more than 120 molecules spanning all phases of 
development (early/late phase and marketed products). 

 Key contributor as team member/lead scientist  in multicultural and multidisciplinary matrices; 
excellent presentation and communication skills to both specialist and cross-functional 
audiences. 



 At GlaxoSmithKline I have been involved with the academic collaborations team, the catalysis team and 
the recruitment process. 

 In academia and industry combined, I have supervised and co-supervised 3 post-doctoral, 6 PhD and 3 
MSc research projects spanning diverse fields in organic chemistry. 

 Experienced in coaching people, cost-of-goods issues, safety, environmental impact and 
manufacturability of chemical processes as well as in issues related to intellectual property, regulatory 
affairs, managing resources and more importantly the interaction of all of the above in decision making. 

 10 years experience in successfully developing processes and implementing new routes for 
complex molecules for diverse therapeutic areas such as gastrointestinal, neurology, psychiatry and 
oncology. I was involved in the design and execution of syntheses in reactors up to 6000L, delivering the 
active ingredient at the appropriate specifications. 

   I have also been responsible for the knowledge and technology transfer of these processes to production 
   sites in the USA, Japan, UK, Ireland, Switzerland, Germany, Spain and Singapore.  

   Strategies for  early and late phase projects; fit-for-purpose and/or targeted development,            
   project planning, Quality by Design, specifications, regulatory issues. 

   I was the lead chemist for the synthetic development of the novel MEK inhibitor trametinib and among     
   the authors of the file. Trametinib (commercial brand Mekinist) was recently approved by the FDA for     
   the treatment of metastatic melanoma (other cancers currently in Phase II clinical trials). I consider my      
   contributions and experience in the development and file submission of a marketed, life-saving drug as      
   my highest achievement because this underlines the importance of chemistry to humanity.  
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I am a member of the Royal Society of Chemistry, the Society of Chemical Industry, the Union of Hellenic 
Chemists the American Chemical Society and referee for articles submitted to Synthesis, Organic Letters 
and The Journal of Organic Chemistry. 
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